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its realisation is not dependent upon us. ... I am convinced
that the day will come when our sleepy and indolent society
will awaken, and when it will feel ashamed for having allowed
itself so long to be trodden down, to be deprived of brothers,
sisters, and daughters, in order to be destroyed for the mere free
confession of their convictions. And this society will avenge
our ruin.
Persecute us, gentlemen, for material force is on your side;
but we have with us the moral force, the force of historic progress,
the force of the idea, and ideas cannot be destroyed by bayonets.
SOFIA BARDINA, a member of Narodnai'a Volia,
before the Procureur, 1879.
Our conditions for the cessation of hostilities are:
First, a general amnesty for all political offenders, since they
have committed no crime, but have simply done their duty as
citizens.
Second, the convocation of the representatives of the whole
of the people, for the examination of the best forms of social
and political life, according to the wants and desires of the
people.
We consider it necessary to point out that the legalisation of
power by the representation of the people can only be arrived
at when the elections are perfectly free. The elections should,
therefore, take place under the following conditions: that the
deputies shall be chosen by all classes without distinction, in
proportion to the number of inhabitants; that there shall be
no restriction of any kind upon electors or deputies; and
that the elections and the electoral campaign shall be perfectly
free.
The Government will, therefore, grant, as provisional regula-
tions, until the convocation of the popular assemblies (a) complete
freedom of the press; (b) complete freedom of speech; (c) com-
plete freedom of public meeting; ancfe(^) complete freedom of
electoral addresses.
These are the only means by which Russia can enter upon the
path of peaceful and regular development. We solemnly declare,
before the country, and before the whole world, that our party
will submit unconditionally to the National Assembly which
meets upon the basis of above conditions, and will offer no